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The new EYFS framework

Main Changes

• Focus on language and 
vocabulary development.

• Greater focus on physical 
development – fine and gross 
motor skills.

• Based on latest evidence in 
childhood development.

• No requirement to record 
evidence – practitioners 
knowledge of the child.

Statutory from September 2021



Development matters 2021

Main Changes

Not to be used as a tick list.

Focus on spending time with the 
children, teaching a broad and 
balanced curriculum.

Broader age bands:
Birth to three
Threes and fours
The Reception year

Children to be assessed as on 
track or not on track

Children not on track may need 
additional support and assessment

Non-statutory curriculum 
guidance



The characteristics of effective teaching 
and learning

Playing and exploring – children investigate and 

experience things, and have a go.

Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if 

they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements.

Creating and thinking critically –

children have and develop their own 

ideas, make links between ideas, 

and develop strategies for doing

things.



Areas of learning

Prime Areas

Communication and 
Language

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Physical Development

Specific Areas

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the world

Expressive Arts and 
Design



This Year

• Journey’s

• Lights and Sounds

• Once upon a time

• Out of this world ..

• Around the world

• Superheroes



Curriculum theme letter



Outdoor learning every three weeks



Autumn Term: 

Listening Games, distinguishing sounds, oral 

blending, stories

Spring Term:

Learning the picture side of the sound cards

Oral blending

Summer Term:

Start to learn single sounds
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Topic Inputs

Weekly book to match out theme 

and engage the children.

Vocabulary based lessons.

Talk based lessons.

Other curriculum subjects –

History, Geography, Science, 

RE, Music, Art, DT



Maths Teaching

We have daily ‘Maths Meetings’ 

where the days of week, 

months of the year, seasons, 

weather, date, time, shape and 

money are covered. The 

children learn through song and 

discussion.



Continuous Provision

Activities planned and set up.

Children choose activities. Free flow 

between classroom and garden.

At times children may be guided towards a 

certain activity.

During this time the adults work with the 

children in small groups or on a 1:1 basis.



• Every three weeks

• Start exploring the wildlife areas in small groups.

• Old, weather appropriate clothing.

Outdoor learning



Tapestry 

• Each child will have their own Tapestry account.

• We will record some of your child’s learning at school.

• Please add home learning to Tapestry.








